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International students must show their passport 
to be served liquor at the Langara Sushi Café
Langara 
lobby-less
Decision to not hire a lob-
byist may hurt Langara 
College, expert says
CHAHIRA MERARSI photo
Brazilian student Rene Roger had to show his passport to get a beer at the Langara Sushi Café.
By JORDAN MACDONALD
Langara College does not use lobby-ists and likely never will, said Ian Humphreys, vice-president of busi-
ness planning and strategic develop-
ment at Langara College. 
But according to some experts, there 
are drawbacks to not having a lobbyist 
on payroll. 
Laurent Dobuzinskis, chair of the po-
litical science department at Simon 
Fraser University, said, “Langara Col-
lege would be somewhat at a disadvan-
tage with its competition if they [the 
competition] are being better repre-
sented by lobbyists in Victoria.” 
The issue of lobbying by institutions 
came to light in early 2015 when a Free-
dom of Information request revealed 
that some publicly funded colleges and 
universities in B.C. have been hiring 
lobbyists to approach the government. 
The record 
showed that some 
institutions such 
as Kwantlen Poly-
technic University, 
Royal Roads Uni-
versity and Van-
couver Communi-
ty College hired 
lobbyists. Langara 
College wasn’t on 
the list. 
  Langara Col-
lege faces in-
creased costs and decreased funding 
with no expectation that provincial 
funding will enable them to keep pace 
with growth. The college expects to re-
ceive $44,207,000 in provincial funding 
for the 2015-2016 budget year. 
In an interview with The Voice, Ad-
vanced Education Minister Andrew 
Wilkinson said post-secondary institu-
tions shouldn’t hire lobbyists to try to 
influence the government.
“In the past, there was a pattern of 
some institutions retaining lobbyists to 
get advice on how best to deal with gov-
ernment. Last March, I made it clear to 
all institutions that we frowned upon 
this practice,” he said. 
Wilkinson, who once lobbied the 
government on behalf of SFU, said he 
doesn’t see why colleges and universi-
ties need to retain government rela-
tions specialists. 
“In my view, they should be able to 
talk to me directly rather than having 
some third party tell them how to talk 
to me,” Wilkinson said.
The FOI request was filed by opposi-
tion spokesperson for advanced educa-
tion, Kathy Corrigan.
“He says he frowns on it. I think it’s 
because they were embarrassed,” Cor-
rigan said in response to Wilkinson’s 
condemnation of lobbyists being used 
by post-secondary institutions in B.C. 
ANDREW WILKINSON
Advanced Educa-
tion Minister
By CHAHIRA MERARSI
W
hen Rene Roger, a computer 
science student at Langara 
College, ordered a beer at 
the Langara Sushi Café, he 
was shocked the server wouldn’t ac-
cept his Brazilian driver’s licence as a 
valid piece of ID. 
“She told me that they can’t sell any-
more beers without a B.C. ID or pass-
port,” Roger said.
The Langara Sushi Café has adopted 
a stricter approach to liquor service 
policy by not serving patrons with for-
eign IDs, other than passports. 
According to B.C. liquor laws, official 
foreign government-issued IDs such as 
drivers’ licences or passports are ac-
ceptable if patrons don’t have a valid 
B.C. or Canadian ID. 
Roger thinks the policy is unfair.
“It doesn’t make any sense. Their 
sales are going to go down a lot.”
He doesn’t think bringing his pass-
port to school is worth the risk. 
“If you lose your passport and you 
have your visa attached to it, who 
knows what you have to do to get a new 
one,” he said.
Peter Lee, manager at the Langara 
Sushi Café, said the change in policy is 
an effort to make sure they don’t acci-
dentally serve minors. 
“Drivers’ licences are usually print-
ed in their own language. There’s no 
way we can be 100 per cent sure that 
this is their ID,” Lee said. 
Lee said the policy applies to all in-
ternational IDs, whether in English or 
otherwise, in order to be fair to all.
According to Janis Robertson, a 
spokesperson for the ministry respon-
sible for the Liquor Distribution 
Branch, management at the Langara 
Sushi Café is within its right to reject 
some international IDs. 
“Servers have the right to refuse ser-
vice if an ID contains text which the 
server cannot understand – such as 
text that is not written in a language 
they are familiar with – which prevents 
them from adequately verifying a birth 
date or name, or whether it is govern-
ment-issued,” Robertson said in an e-
mail. 
B.C. liquor laws state that showing 
two pieces of ID doesn’t guarantee ser-
vice. Establishments have the right to 
deny liquor service if they have any 
doubts about a piece of ID. 
Ridley Wallace, an employee of Ma-
rine Gateway Liquor Store, accepts for-
eign IDs, but said the Langara Sushi 
Café is playing it safe by not accepting 
them.
“Ultimately, the person who serves 
them loses their job so I think it’s safe 
for them to do that, but I think it sucks 
at the same time,” he said. 
Students 
confused by 
U-Pass vote
The referendum doesn’t 
convey that students could 
lose the U-Pass program
By ALISON PUDSEY
In this week’s   referendum, students may not have been aware of the po-tential consequences of their vote.
Voting ended on Tuesday, and the 
Langara Students’ Union said the re-
sults could be released as early as 
Thursday.
What the students may not have 
known is that a vote against the pro-
posed fee increase of $3 over the next 
two years would lead to the termina-
tion of the U-Pass at Langara College.
“If they vote to reject the price in-
crease, then they vote to eliminate the 
U-Pass program,” said Sonia Lowe, a 
public affairs officer at the Ministry of 
Transportation, who also explained the 
referendum would happen at 10 post-
secondary institutions in Metro Van-
couver. 
“Each post-secondary institution’s 
student association is required to hold 
a referendum for any increase in man-
datory student society fees,” she said.
Mia Sivic, a sociology student at Lan-
gara College, said she wasn’t aware 
that voting against the fee increase 
would mean losing the program. She 
plans to vote for the price increase to 
keep the U-Pass at Langara College.
“I definitely wouldn’t want the pro-
gram to expire. That would mean a lot 
of money out of my own pocket and I’m 
already paying for tuition, so obviously 
I wouldn’t want to be paying extra mon-
ey to get to school,” Sivic said.
A media representative from the 
LSU, who wouldn’t reveal their identi-
ty, said students have been informed 
about the consequences of the vote. 
“A team has been created by the LSU 
that informs students of this change. 
The team is handing out pamphlets 
and directing students to the LSU web-
site to gain information and learn 
about the changes for the referendum.”
There was no mention on the official 
LSU pamphlets or website that stu-
dents risk losing their U-Pass if the ref-
erendum fails to pass. However, the 
LSU did hand out slips of paper with 
grammatical errors and confusing lan-
guage to explain the potential conse-
quences of the vote.   
“
Drivers’ 
licences 
are usually 
printed in 
their own 
language. 
There’s no 
way we 
can be 100 
percent 
sure that 
this is their 
ID
PETER LEE
MANAGER 
LANGARA SUSHI 
CAFÉ
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Students will lose the program if 
they vote against the fee increase.
New barrier to booze
At large 2
By ROBERTO TEIXEIRA
The real estate agency that is ex-panding Oakridge Centre said it is scaling back its major develop-
ment project because the cost of build-
ing on top of the existing aquifer would 
be significantly more than anticipated.
Roger Beckie, the department head 
of groundwater hydrology and geo-
chemistry at UBC, said late discoveries 
like this are quite common in major de-
velopment projects. 
“They probably bet their initial 
plans on partial information, which is 
quite common in big engineering 
works that involves geotechnical as-
pects because it’s not easy to see what’s 
down there,” said the UBC under-
ground water expert. 
Last month, it was announced that 
because of the aquifer discovery below 
the construction site, the project would 
decrease in size from 4.6 million square 
feet to 3.5 million square feet. Revi-
sions include fewer parking spaces and 
a decrease in residential units. The 
reason is purely economical. 
“I assume what happened is when 
[Ivanhoé Cambridge] started testing 
the sub-surfaces they probably found 
that the aquifer is more permeable 
than expected and that’s probably what 
tipped the scale,” he said.
“If the aquifer is really permeable, 
then a lot of water is going to want to 
rush into the construction site. And 
making sure that the excavation is dry 
is an expensive challenge,” Beckie 
said. “The foundation of the building 
would have to be watertight and they 
would have to manage the water that 
wants to come in and that is expensive 
as well.” 
In a statement, Susan Nicol, general 
manager of Ivanhoé Cambridge, con-
firmed that the costs would increase if 
the project went ahead as originally 
planned.
“Working within the aquifer would 
entail costly and unconventional con-
struction techniques that the project 
team recommended be avoided,” she 
said.
If city hall approves the project, con-
struction will begin in 2017.
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	 Decreasing in size 
to 3.5 million from 
4.6 million square 
feet.
	 Moving proposed 
roof-top parking to 
street level.
	 Reducing the num-
ber of residential 
units available.
	 Less underground 
parking due to 
aquifer.
	 The decrease in 
square footage 
is a 25 per cent 
reduction from the 
original plan.
	 Over 2,000 fewer 
parking spots.
	 Construction is now 
aiming to begin in 
2017.
Source: Ivanhoe Cambridge
	
MAJOR 
changes
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Theft from cars a growing issue for Sunset neighbourhood residents
Auto crime worries locals
By ASHLEY SINGH
A
fter 41 reported cases of auto 
break-ins in the past four weeks 
across South Vancouver, resi-
dents are concerned about how 
safe they are in their neighbourhoods.
According to a Vancouver Police De-
partment crime map, Sunset neigh-
bourhood and Victoria-Fraserview 
have become hotspots for theft from 
vehicles. Last year there were 243 cas-
es reported in Sunset and 216 cases re-
ported in the Victoria-Fraserview area. 
These numbers are high enough to 
be considered an issue for South Van-
couver residents and a problem Van-
couver Community College student 
Kajol Jattan is well aware of. About a 
month ago, Jattan’s vehicle was broken 
into while she was visiting a friend in 
the Sunset area. 
“I was shocked when I came out and 
saw my car, the passenger side window 
was completely smashed,” Jattan said, 
adding that stolen goods included loose 
change and a pair of sunglasses. Jattan 
decided not to report the incident. “We 
just didn’t see the point in doing that.” 
Gagan Sanghera, a resident from the 
Sunset area, has also had her fair share 
of experiences with vehicles being bro-
ken into. Last month Sanghera was 
awoken in the middle of night by loud 
sounds coming from outside.
“It sounded like gunshots, but when 
I looked out through the window I saw 
someone trying to break into a car,” 
Sanghera said. “I’m definitely con-
cerned for my safety, this happened 
right outside of my bedroom.” 
Const. Brian Montague from the 
VPD said the police can’t be every-
where and that the best way to catch 
offenders is by having residents in-
volved in block watch programs.
“We have many enforcement strate-
gies such as the Bait Car and crime 
watch programs and crime teams, but 
we try to educate the public on how not 
to be a target because many cases of 
theft from auto can be preventable,” he 
said. 
Montague also said that the police 
educate people by reminding them not 
to leave anything valuable in their ve-
hicles.
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While visiting Sunset neighbourhood last month, Kajol Jattan had her car broken into. Stolen goods included sunglasses and change.
Aquifer limits Oakridge expansion
Residents 
attached to 
Sexsmith 
memory
With the old Sexsmith 
school slated for demoli-
tion, residents make final 
plea for posterity
Developers scale back Oakridge Centre development after recent testing reveals extent of water table
By ANNA TILLEY
Community members want to pre-serve the older J.W. Sexsmith El-ementary School building that is 
facing demolition.
The demolition of the 104-year-old 
building located on the 7400 block of 
Ontario Street is scheduled to happen 
by March 31 and will be converted to 
grass fields for school and community 
use.
The Facebook group, South Vancou-
ver Changes, argued against the demo-
lition and wants a tribute of some kind 
on the land. 
Ron Todman, a member of the Face-
book group and South Vancouver resi-
dent attended Sexsmith in the 1970s. 
He has fond memories of playing sports 
and attending community activities in 
the field but said that preserving the 
school might not be worth the price.
Todman, however, agrees that ac-
knowledging the school would be a 
good idea. “Maybe a picture of the old 
school in the new one or a little plaque,” 
he said.  
Although it’s difficult to confirm 
whether all heritage buildings deserve 
preservation, “it is always reasonable 
for communities to fight for what is im-
portant to them,” said Kathryn Mor-
row, communications manager of the 
Vancouver Heritage Foundation.
 “While heritage projects can be 
more expensive on paper, there is also 
significant value in retaining irreplace-
able historic building materials, along 
with the cultural value significant 
buildings represent to the community,” 
Morrow said. 
Janet Fraser, a Vancouver school 
board trustee, supports acknowledging 
the school and is aware of heritage im-
portance, but said they don’t always 
have the mechanism to save all of the 
heritage schools.
Alternative proposals for the build-
ing were looked at but were unsuccess-
ful, as renovating for safety was too 
expensive.
“The challenge is that you have an 
old building that’s not earthquake safe. 
When looking at how to provide a safe 
school, it was cheaper to buy a new 
school than to renovate the old one,” 
Fraser said. 
Before the demolition of Sexsmith 
Elementary, the school board staff will 
check for any heritage artifacts to save. 
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The old Sexsmith building is slated 
for demolition by March 31, 2016.
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Neighbourhood residents can prepare for a new-look Oakridge in 2017.
“I’m defi-
nitely 
concerned 
for my 
safety, this 
happened 
right out-
side of my 
bedroom.
GAGAN SANGHERA
SUNSET RESIDENT
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Petition against college gains traction
Two animal rights groups call on Langara to stop dissecting animals in biology class
By CHANDLER WALTER
A
n online petition calling on Lan-
gara College to stop dissecting 
animals as part of a biology 
class has gone viral.
The petition, addressed to Langara 
administrators including college presi-
dent Lane Trotter and members of the 
biology department, has received over 
2,500 signatures on Change.org since it 
was created last week. It is the latest 
act by animal rights groups to protest 
dissections at Langara. 
Last Tuesday, the Animal Defense 
and Anti-Vivisection Society of BC 
(ADAV) and the Stop UBC Animal Re-
search Organization protested 
outside the college’s front entrance to 
pressure administrators to stop the 
practice. 
Only one class, Biology 2350, dissects 
animals, including cats. The class 
teaches comparative anatomy. 
“The use of animals in dissection has 
been shown to desensitize students to 
the suffering of animals and erode 
their natural sense of empathy, com-
passion, respect for life and critical 
thinking,” the petition reads.
At last week’s protest, Laura-Leah 
Shaw, the executive director of ADAV 
at the protest, said the practice is “just 
inappropriate.” 
Universities and colleges should 
switch to humane alternatives, she 
added, including computer simulations 
and plastic models. 
She claims these methods provide 
better learning opportunities than tra-
ditional dissection.
Administrators, however, are stand-
ing firm behind the practice.
Margaret Heldman, dean of the fac-
ulty of science at Langara, said in an 
email the biology department has 
looked into virtual dissection technolo-
gies, but will continue using dissec-
tions because “they are necessary to 
achieve the learning outcomes of 
the course and prepare students for 
more advanced study at the 
many institutions our programs trans-
fer in to.” 
She added the course is optional.
Mario Moniz de Sa, instructor and 
chair of the Biology Department at 
Langara, explained, “In many cases 
[dissections] are irreplaceable.”
The University of British Columbia 
has also received criticism from the 
groups for in-class dissections. 
But according to an email sent by 
Matthew Ramsey, strategic communi-
cations director at UBC, 
teaching protocols, including those 
that deal with in-class dissections, are 
rigorously reviewed.
“In this review the benefit to the stu-
dent learning objective must far out-
weigh any harm to the animal,” he said.
“As part of the review it must be 
demonstrated that there is no alterna-
tive available to achieve the same 
teaching objectives.” 
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Taylor Freedman, left, and Beth Stacks, right,  protesting dissections at Langara last Tuesday. 
Alert: cyber security at risk
By JENNA TYTGAT
After a four-month delay and two incomplete elections, Langara students should have voted in a 
new student government this week. 
The election was held to fill three va-
cant positions – international students’ 
advisor, student affairs officer and sec-
retary to council – that weren’t filled in 
the fall. The by-election was originally 
set to take place in October, but was 
cancelled due to “numerous irregulari-
ties.” 
Two of the three candidates, all of 
whom are running uncontested for the 
remaining positions, presented their 
platforms last week. Sukhmanjit Singh 
campaigned for international students’ 
advisor and Harsimran Malhi cam-
paigned for student affairs officer. Vot-
ing began Monday and ends Feb. 4. 
Singh, an international student in his 
fifth semester of business manage-
ment, said his goal is to help others in-
ternational students. 
“I don’t want them to go through all 
that I have been through,” he said, re-
ferring to difficulties finding housing, 
work, and meeting people.
He also said he’s organized “many 
events for international students” at 
the college. He declined to comment 
further after the forum.  
Malhi, a second-year business stu-
dent, said she wants to bring new hope 
to the union.
 “I have volunteered for two years,” 
she said, “I have found myself really 
good at it, and I have enjoyed it.”
She also said she wants to bring 
more organized events to the LSU. She 
listed mental health, mentorships, and 
promoting academic excellence as her 
areas of focus. 
“I haven’t gone through in detail yet, 
but I will,” she added. Malhi also de-
clined to be interviewed after the event. 
The Voice journalists attending the 
forum were asked to refrain from tak-
ing photos or videos due to building 
policy. 
Langara IT notifies stu-
dents and faculty after 
online learning system 
breached
Third time a charm for election
Voting for LSU spring by-election began Monday and ends Thursday
OCT. 8:
ORIGINAL ELECTION; 
POSTPONED DUE TO 
“NUMEROUS IRREGU-
LARITIES”
NOV. 4:
ELECTION HELD; 
POSTPONED DUE TO 
LACK OF CANDI-
DATES
FEB. 4: 
VOTING FOR THE 
REMAINIG POSITIONS 
BEGAN MONDAY 
AND ENDED 
THURSDAY
ELECTION 
timeline
“
[Dissec-
tions] are 
neces-
sary to 
achieve the 
learning 
outcomes 
of the 
course and 
prepare 
students 
for more 
advanced 
study at 
the many 
institu-
tions our 
programs 
transfer 
into
MARGARET 
HELDMAN
 
DEAN OF 
SCIENCE 
JENNA TYTGAT photo
Students line up to vote for LSU candidates on Tuesday.
By CHANDLER WALTER
Langara College students and facul-ty are being urged to change their Pearson Canada Higher Education 
account passwords after a security 
breach left them vulnerable to cyber at-
tacks.
On Jan. 26, Langara information 
technology services sent an email alert 
to students that their user information 
for the online learning tool had been 
compromised. 
The alert warned that other personal 
accounts could be in danger if protect-
ed with a similar password. 
A hacker could potentially figure out 
the identity of the Pearson account 
holder, and try that user’s password on 
online banking and other personal ac-
counts. 
“Statistically, over 80 per cent of peo-
ple repeat the same password for mul-
tiple sites,” stated the email from IT to 
Langara students.
Mike Schmid, a computer support 
technician at Langara, said the IT de-
partment was notified of Pearson’s lack 
of encryption and issued their own 
alert as soon as they learned of the 
breach.
 “That’s something that we address 
pretty quickly and take pretty serious-
ly,” said Schmid. 
Pearson’s MyLab online tool is an in-
tegral part of her classes, said Erin 
Skinner, instructor and assistant chair 
of the Langara psychology department. 
“Pearson is a huge company, incred-
ibly professional, so I’m surprised that 
this type of security risk would come 
up,” said Skinner.
Langara student Dave Ryan, who 
had to create a Pearson account after 
purchasing an online textbook, also no-
ticed the IT alert. 
He was unhappy with the lack of en-
cryption on Pearson’s website, and as-
sumed many students would be impact-
ed because online textbooks through 
Pearson are much cheaper than print 
versions. 
 “If the workaround for paying such a 
high cost for your textbook is to have 
your personal information eventually 
compromised, the school or the system 
needs to figure out something better to 
serve its students,” said Ryan.
Vanessa Karmazyn, a learning solu-
tions manager at Pearson, told The 
Voice via email that the company is 
working on implementing a new sys-
tem that will include case sensitive 
passwords to “further secure user cre-
dentials.” 
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Langara IT said they take the 
threat seriously. 
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The playwrights of FourPlay (L to R): Markian Tarasiuk, Bronywn Carradine, Elan Bertles, Carly Pokoradi and Kamyar Pazandeh. 
Females forefront in FourPlay
Studio 58’s 11th annual theatre festival tells the stories of women 
Marpole based Opera 
Mariposa kicks off new 
division with the play 
Master Class
“It’s no 
secret 
that there 
aren’t a lot 
of parts for 
women
ELAN BERTLES
CO-WRITER OF THE 
TRAIN CARR
REUBEN DONGALEN JR photo
Langara fine arts student Emily 
May poses with her untitled Van 
Gogh inspired abstract painting. 
By REUBEN DONGALEN JR
 
Oakridge Centre hopes to change shoppers’ experiences and con-nect to the community by hosting 
a Van Gogh-inspired art show and con-
test. 
Oakridge Centre will be one of sev-
eral Canadian exhibition venues to 
showcase re-creations of masterpieces 
by the legendary Dutch artist using 3D 
printing technology. Nine works will be 
on display from Feb. 24 to March 27 as 
part of a travelling exhibit called the 
Van Gogh Museum Edition on Tour. 
Brenda Longland, marketing direc-
tor for Oakridge Centre, said the mall 
is hoping to change its role in the com-
munity.
“Rather than just being a centre 
where people are shopping, it’s more 
about the experiences, and creating 
more of a community,” Longland said. 
Two art competitions are underway 
leading up to the exhibit, one for high-
school students, and one for artists 
over 19. The contest closes Feb. 29 and 
asks entrants to submit Van Gogh in-
spired artwork. Winners will receive 
gift cards for the centre. 
“My understanding of this contest is 
that all entries will become the prop-
erty of Oakridge Centre. You can say, 
‘hey, my art belongs to Oakridge Cen-
tre,’ which is great for the CV,” said 
Emily May, a second year fine arts stu-
dent at Langara College. 
May has created several Van Gogh-
inspired pieces of art. She said she’s 
inspired by Van Gogh’s abstract cre-
ations and his use of yellow to express 
happiness.
“I personally think it’s great for 
Oakridge to have an event like this, so 
shoppers can have more of a cultural 
experience in a mall,” said Jeune Belle 
Bagunu, a regular shopper at Oakridge 
Centre. 
Longland called the partnership be-
tween Oakridge and the art exhibit a 
perfect fit. 
“We have a history of being known 
for style and fashion. Art plays right 
into that, which made it a very natural 
mix,” she said.  
By DANIEL DADI-CANTARINO 
S
tudio 58’s annual FourPlay the-
atre festival at Langara College 
will showcase a strong female 
presence in production, perfor-
mance, writing and directing. 
 The festival, consisting of four one-
act plays, runs from Feb. 3 to 14. Plays 
are The Train Carr, Numbers, The 
Classroom and Retail: The Musical. 
Plots include a story about a train trip 
Emily Carr took across Canada with 
her sister, and a play chronicling the 
experiences of a Canadian female com-
batant in Afghanistan during the 
height of the War on Terror. 
 Three out of the five playwrights, all 
the directors and a significant amount 
of production staff and actors are fe-
male, giving this year’s festival a focus 
on telling the stories of women. Play-
wrights are entirely Studio 58 alumni 
or students. 
“It’s no secret that there aren’t a lot 
of parts for women” said Elan Bertles, 
a 2015 graduate of the Studio 58 pro-
gram and co-writer of the play The 
Train Carr.
When writing the script Bertle said 
she was inspired by Carr’s journal en-
tries and sketches of her trip, and her 
own relationship with her sister. She 
co-wrote the play with fellow Studio 58 
alumni Carly Pokoradi. 
“We’re really about writing for wom-
en,” said Bertles. 
Samantha Pawliuk, a current Studio 
58 acting student, is playing the role of 
Emily Carr. She said she was ecstatic to 
see female representation in an indus-
try dominated by men. 
“I feel very proud of Elan and Carly,” 
she said “The fact that they have writ-
ten a piece to support women in the in-
dustry, that they’ve chosen to support 
their friends, themselves, their direc-
tors, I think that is moving and inspir-
ing.”  
With two shows already sold out, it 
may be indicative of audiences who are 
interested in representative produc-
tions. 
Tickets are available online. 
 
By CHANTELLE DEACON
A South Vancouver opera company that features emerging talent has recently expanded its repertoire 
to include theatre. 
Sopranos Robin Eder-Warren and 
Jacqueline Ko founded Opera Mariposa 
in 2012. This month, the company add-
ed a theatre division that will present 
plays and musicals with operatic ele-
ments. Eder-Warren, Mariposa’s man-
aging director, is excited for the chang-
es. She hopes the expansion will bring 
new talent and audiences to the com-
pany. 
“We have very big dreams, with very 
big shows in mind,” said Eder-Warren. 
 The first show under the theatre di-
vision is the iconic play Master Class 
by Terrence McNally, which will be 
held Feb. 19 to 28 at Marpole United 
Church. Eder-Warren said that combin-
ing opera and the-
atre will bring 
great things. 
“Musical theatre 
is a really impor-
tant thing for oper-
atic singers to em-
brace,” said 
E d e r - W a r r e n . 
“When the bridges 
cross between mu-
sical theatre and 
opera the produc-
tions are elevated 
enormously.”
Christina Dennehy, first soprano for 
Opera Mariposa, is an actress in Mas-
ter Class. She said she is excited about 
her future with the company.
“Opera Mariposa has done a really 
good job at giving young artists the op-
portunity to be in shows,” said Denne-
hy, adding that it can be difficult to land 
an audition with other Vancouver com-
panies. 
Kathryn Nickford, an opera singer 
herself, is a fan of the company’s pro-
ductions. She said the shows are enter-
taining and she appreciates hearing 
“lovely” voices she has never heard be-
fore. 
Opera Mariposa’s focus on local, ris-
ing talent is what sets them apart from 
other companies, said Eder-Warren. 
“The difference you get is local art-
ists who are young, vibrant, passionate 
and end up giving consistently very 
personal performances,” said Eder-
Warren.  
Oakridge Centre plans to 
merge shopping with 
creativity by hosting an 
art contest and exhibit 
this month  
Opera adds 
theatre to its
repertoire 
Oakridge hosts Van Gogh-inspired art
CHRISTINA DENNEHY
Opera Mari-
posa actor and 
soprano
SUBMITTED photo
Managing director of Opera Mari-
posa, Robin Eder-Warren, performs.
1	 Starry Night
2	 Almond Blosson
3	 Wheatfield under 
Thunderclouds 
4	 Sunflowers 
5	 Landscape at 
Twilight
6 The Bedroom 
7 Fishing boats on 
the beach at Les 
Saintes-Maries-de-
la-Mer
FAMOUS
Van Gogh 
works
Source: Van Gogh Museum 
Edition on Tour online 
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By NATALIE DUNSMUIR 
Mating season for urban coyotes can be dangerous for humans and domestic pets. 
With a many coyotes living in the 
Langara Golf Course, it is important 
for people to know how to safely co-ex-
ist with these animals. 
Greg Hart, who works with the Stan-
ley Park Ecology Society - Co-Existing 
with Coyotes program, said upon en-
countering a wild coyote it’s important 
to be big, brave and loud. “Naturally 
they’re quite timid and shy animals. 
We want to help reinforce that,” 
Coyotes typically eat mice, rats, 
squirrels, and any human food they 
can get. 
“Some people feed them,” said Alex 
Doucette, golf shop operations manag-
er at the Langara Golf Course. 
Feeding coyotes is illegal under the 
B.C. Wildlife Act and is punishable by a 
$345 minimum fine. In extreme cases 
offenders can face fines up to $10,000 
and jail time. 
“The more you feed them, the more 
comfortable they are with people,” said 
Hart. “You’ll start seeing them in day-
time. They’ll start approaching people 
and that’s when they can be aggres-
sive.”  
According to 
Hart, the golf 
course is home to a 
number of coyotes 
and the population 
is stable. 
“The coyotes are 
here to stay and we 
can’t really change 
them, but we can 
change our behav-
iours,” Hart said. 
South Vancou-
ver resident Louise 
Solacito once spot-
ted a coyote while 
walking her dog 
around the Langa-
ra Golf Course.
 “It was a big 
coyote,” Solacito 
said. “As we were 
approaching, we 
made loud noises 
to get him to go 
away. 
He was not real-
ly fazed much by 
our shouting. But 
he kind of turned 
around, he saw us 
and then he saun-
tered away.” 
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Winter’s cold is no deterrent 
Coyotes prowl  the greens at Langara Golf Course
Transit 
users 
seek style
By SCOTT FORBES
S
kimboarding in the frigid Pacific 
isn’t the first thing to come to 
mind for most people thinking of 
ways to get outside during the 
winter. 
For a small group of Vancouver 
skimboarders, or skimmers, the 
change in seasons isn’t a deterrent. 
Tim Ladner, a South Vancouver resi-
dent and outdoor enthusiast, is one of 
the few who braves the elements. He 
started winter skimming because he 
was looking for an inexpensive way to 
stay active all year round.
 “It can be pretty miserable if you’re 
not prepared, so basically a wetsuit is 
ideal. A couple of degrees makes a big 
difference,” said Ladner. 
“The community grows in the sum-
mer and shrinks in the winter. There’s 
not more than a dozen or so people I 
know that go in the winter,” he said.
James Miziolek also enjoys the sport 
during the cold months.  He said the 
weather is manageable for those who 
are prepared. “I’m from Ontario, so I 
don’t think it gets too cold here. You 
can totally do this through the whole 
year.” 
Peter Ducommun, better known as 
P.D., is the founder of Skull Skates - a 
local supplier of boards and gear. P.D’s 
Hot Shop is one of the oldest skate 
shops in Canada.  He said the differ-
ence between business in the summer 
and winter is night and day. He sells 
boards and gear year round to hard-
core skimmers. 
“I think what [winter skimmers] do 
is great. It’s a great way to get out and 
be active,” said Ducommun.
For Miziolek skimming was a natu-
ral progression. “I was a snowboarder 
and a skateboarder so I kind of fell in 
love [with skimboarding].”
Miziolek admits it’s not for the faint 
of heart. “Everyone thinks we’re a little 
crazy,” he said with a laugh.
By SIMRAN GILL 
Commuting Vancouverites con-stantly face the struggle of dress-ing for many seasons in a given 
day.
Rain falls in the city almost every 
other day, according to Environment 
Canada reports. It is common for the 
weather to fluctuate to extremes of 
bright sun to a cold downpour.  The 
variations pose a challenge for what 
commuters should wear on any single 
day.
The solution lies in layering, say 
clothing experts.
MEC store employee Hana Kubesova 
advises commuters to invest in a pair 
of good waterproof pants. “It’s all about 
layering when you are commuting,” 
said Kubesova. “The Hydrofoil water-
proof pants are excellent. You can car-
ry them in your backpack and when it 
starts raining you can slip them over 
top of the pants you are wearing to stay 
dry.” 
The pants, which are made out of re-
cycled nylon, are the most popular item 
sold this season, according to Kubeso-
va.
Lululemon employee Dayna Sea-
ward agrees that layering is the most 
effective way for commuters to stay 
comfortable. “I would recommend the 
Rain-On Train-On Tights,” said Sea-
ward. “They are waterproof and are 
made out of Luxtreme fabric meaning 
that they have a mild compression and 
a little bit of elastic in them. When you 
get caught in the rain, these tights are 
a must have.” 
For Vancouver Community College 
fashion student Megan Beveridge the 
issues are being both practical and 
trendy with her choices of clothing. 
“When I wear the wrong shoes for the 
weather or am just finicky with my out-
fit, I’m a mess on transit,” said Bev-
eridge. “My go-to shoes are my brown 
Oxford ankle boots, they don’t have a 
heel so they are comfy and waterproof 
so my feet stay warm.” 
Beveridge also said wearing a scarf 
is convenient because it’s cozy in the 
cold and easy to remove if the weather 
changes. 
The most important thing, she said, 
is to make sure that you feel good in 
your clothes because when you’re com-
fortable, you’re confident. 
Empty beaches 
make for the per-
fect escape from 
the ordinary 
It’s not easy to dress for 
the weather in Vancouver, 
especially when you have 
to walk and take transit
Courtesy of NIGEL CHING
Skims up! South Vancouver flatland boarder James Miziolek braves cold winter conditions at Spanish Bank in Vancouver.
“It can be 
pretty 
miserable 
if you’re 
not pre-
pared, so 
basically a 
wetsuit is 
ideal
TIM LADNER
SKIMBOARDER
SIMRAN GILL photo
VCC student Megan Beveridge com-
bines function and fashion.
Being prepared is neces-
sary to stay safe for en-
counters with urban wild-
life  
Courtesy of THE VANCOUVER SUN 
A lone urban coyote wanders the neighbourhood. Coy-
otes are common sight all around Langara Golf Course.
“The coy-
otes are 
here to 
stay and 
we can’t 
really 
change 
them, but 
we can 
change our 
behaviours
GREG HART
Stanley Park 
Ecology Society 
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We want to hear from you
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Think we got a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Journalism instructor 
Erica Bulman oversees 
The Voice. Email her at 
ebulman@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department. Editorial 
opinions are those 
of the staff and are 
independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration. We 
welcome letters to 
the editor. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Your letter must 
include your name 
and phone number.
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U-Pass risk was unclearSafety
conflicts 
with 
history  
In less than two months, another 100-year-old school building is facing demolition because of earthquake 
safety and a lack of money for mainte-
nance expenses.
In the face of this reality, one 
obvious question appears: is our 
generation generous to the next 
when it comes to preserving 
heritage sites? This is a dilemma 
that Vancouver residents ponder 
about, but they don’t have a defini-
tive answer. However, we need an 
answer today, because there will be 
no other time to try and keep city 
heritage sites for future generations. 
On the other side of the same 
dilemma is a movement to save the 
next generation itself in the face of a 
possible drastic 
earthquake. The 
movement is 
demanding old 
schools be 
rebuilt.
There is no 
exaggeration on 
the dangers of a 
big earthquake. 
Logic firmly 
demands us to do 
what we can to 
rebuild our 
infrastructure 
and, first among all, should be 
schools. But does it mean that we 
must let go of our city’s great 
history? 
J. W. Sexsmith Elementary School 
is the battleground for both sides: 
how to best keep it for the genera-
tions to come. They are concerned 
residents, and they are using social 
media to talk about their issues. One 
side wants to preserve buildings, the 
other wants to save people. In other 
words, we face a safety vs. history 
conflict.
Finally, there is no definitive 
answers to this dilemma. We do 
what we have to do, and wish for a 
better future for generations to 
come. Of course, photo and video 
are compiled in the archives to show 
what used to be Vancouver. Are we 
going to forget historical heritage 
sites for the sake of preparing for an 
earthquake, because these heritage 
sites are expensive to maintain? The 
least we can do is save some bits and 
bytes of history for the future 
generations. That expense, we can 
afford for sure. 
T
he way Langara Students’ Union 
(LSU) handled the U-Pass refer-
endum in the past week was dis-
appointing for me as a student, 
and I think they could have managed it 
better.
Before election week, the pre-
amble for the referendum was 
posted to the LSU website and it 
detailed the 
proposed price 
changes to the 
U-Pass. It was 
unclear that 
students would 
lose the U-Pass 
program if they 
vote “no” in the 
referendum.
Referendums 
should disclose 
all the informa-
tion and not make it one-sided so 
students can make the right choice. 
However, the voting ballots during 
the election were one-sided, because 
they only show information for the 
agree option. 
LSU, as a student body, is respon-
sible for preparing information for 
all the voters to make an informed 
decision. The preamble should 
disclose the consequences of 
agreeing, and it should be bold 
enough to disclose what happens if 
students disagree with the changes. 
Other student associations in the 
Lower Mainland have recently held 
the same U-Pass referendum, and 
were more responsible than the LSU 
in disclosing to their students the 
consequences of both sides of their 
referendum. 
Capilano Students’ Union held the 
same referendum with the same 
plan and the possible termination of 
their U-Pass was disclosed properly. 
The BCIT Student Association held 
their U-Pass referendum online a 
few weeks ago and their notice also 
disclosed both sides of the referen-
dum. 
If the LSU was more clear with us, 
then we would have had a referen-
dum with well-informed students 
participating in it. 
Instead, not only is the referen-
dum one-sided, students were led 
into a referendum that could have 
been better handled. 
Being a part of a student body 
where the information appears 
unclear to the hundreds of students 
they’re supposed to represent is 
concerning. 
If the LSU is collecting dues, then 
the least they can do is give more 
information to the students that 
need it.  
According to one of the greatest philosophers, Homer... Simpson, alcohol is “the cause of and solu-
tion to all of lifes problems,” to be en-
joyed responsibly by all those of the le-
gal age.
After a nice 
hard day of 
sitting through 
lecture after 
lecture, what 
better way to 
forget everything 
you’ve learned 
than a quick 
four-hour trip to 
the Langara 
Sushi Café in the 
Students’ Union 
Building? 
There have been recent whispers 
about some students at Langara 
who have been unable to enjoy a 
nice cold glass of the nectar of the 
gods: alcohol.
Students are being told they must 
have Canadian ID or a passport, 
while foreign issued ID, even in 
English, may not be accepted. 
This journalist did his homework 
and they are doing nothing wrong. 
According to the B.C. Liquor Control 
and Liscensing Act, it is lawful to 
refuse someone service if identifica-
tion contains text that the server 
cannot understand or that prevents 
them from adequately verifying its 
authenticity. 
In an age of technology where a 
smartphone can translate languages 
on the fly, can they not be used to 
check the validity of foreign IDs too?
After all, a beautiful specimen of a 
man I met in a mirror once told me, 
“We live in an era of smart phones 
and stupid people.... Go figure” or 
maybe that was just a quote from 
Lebanese financier Ziad K. Abdel-
nour I read online.
Since Langara College is a hub for 
immigrants and international 
students, one would think they 
would be prepared to deal with 
some pieces of identification that 
may not be in English or French.
I’m not against the refusal of 
underage and belligerent people 
being served alcohol.
I am, however, for a solution that 
opens doors to the international 
students to spend less money to 
enjoy a cold beer — or five. 
So you won’t be drinking with 
McLovin anytime soon unless of 
course he’s brought Canadian ID or 
his passport.
Liquor ID equality needed for all students 
LUIS MINA comic
OPINION
SEYEDMOSTAFA 
RAZIEI
OPINION
NICO HERNANDEZ
OPINION
JASON HAMILTON
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By JASON HAMILTON
To meet the growing demand for science and technology education, Langara College is opening a new 
Science and Technology Building.
Construction on the new building is 
set to finish this year. It will give Lang-
ara the space to accommodate an in-
flux of students, and house state-of-the-
art science labs, a brand new lecture 
hall, collaborative workspaces and a 
food service outlet. 
While Langara’s director of facilities 
Wendy Lannard indicated that the in-
frastructure of the building itself is 
both innovative and state-of-the-art, 
specific details of what new class-
rooms, products and services will  offer 
to students remains unclear.
“We need the additional capacity to 
satisfy these demands,” said Brian 
Koehler, department chair of computer 
science and information systems. 
“Over the last five or six semesters 
there has definitely been a huge in-
crease in demand for students wanting 
to take computing courses and comput-
ing programs,” Koehler said.
 “We are still teaching biology like 
we did in the 70’s,” said Mario Moniz de 
Sa, assistant chair of the biology de-
partment. He pointed to bioinformatics 
as a place where science and technolo-
gy meet. 
The bioinformatics program com-
bines aspects of traditional biology and 
computer software tools to analyze and 
interpret biological data such as DNA 
sequencing and Genome mapping.
“With advances in technology we 
have come to a point where our ability 
to generate data far outweighs our ca-
pacity to analyze it,” said Moniz de Sa. 
The new building will keep up with 
demand and new technology. Moniz de 
Sa said new curriculum additions are 
also in the works. The department has 
proposed to expand the biology and 
technology offerings in the new space.
“The intention is within two or three 
years we would be offering a bachelor’s 
degree in bioinformatics,” said Moniz 
de Sa.
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LINDA NGUYEN photo
Ben King teaches high school students at John Oliver Secondary School, where they take classes in many areas of tech-ed.
By LINDA NGUYEN
T
wo types of technical education 
programs are vying for student’s 
attention at Vancouver second-
ary schools.
Technical education at secondary 
schools in the district falls into two 
broad categories. 
The first is focused on trades work 
experience and tools skills, encourag-
ing students to begin apprenticeships 
in trades work. This program is known 
as ACE-IT (Accelerated Credit Enrol-
ment In Industry Training program.) 
The second are STEM programs 
(Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics) that  “combines all of 
these subjects and applies them toward 
learning how to solve hands-on engi-
neering problems in technology, me-
chanics and the environment,” accord-
ing to the school board website.
Rory Brown, president of the Van-
couver Secondary Teachers’ Associa-
tion and a trades advocate, thinks 
schools aren’t pro-
viding diverse 
enough programs. 
“Tech education is 
in a crisis of pur-
pose.” Brown said. 
“High school stu-
dents should be ex-
posed to all techni-
cal aspects” before 
deciding on a ca-
reer. 
John Oliver Sec-
ondary School pro-
vides the most di-
verse technical 
education program of all South Van-
couver high schools, according to Ben 
King, a technical education teacher at 
the school. King praised the program’s 
variety, which aims to meet the chang-
ing industry demands and student in-
terest. 
“We are looking at students who are 
interested not just in doing shop for 
trades,” King said. 
The school’s technical education cur-
riculum teaches metalworking, auto-
motive repair, electronics, drafting and 
design, woodworking and graphic arts.
A STEM program was introduced 
this year, said King. 
“The one we’re most interested and 
proud of is the STEM program we are 
offering. We are in our first year.” 
According to King, it is the second 
STEM program offered in Vancouver, 
with another being offered at Temple-
ton Secondary School. 
“ACE-IT is one facet,” said Brown, 
praising the development of  STEM 
programs and speaking highly of the 
program John Oliver provides. “STEM 
is a great, general exploration pro-
gram.”
Other South Vancouver schools like 
Killarney Secondary School will not be 
adapting to newer programs until the 
next school year.
Educational institutions at all levels are changing to meet student and industry needs
“Tech edu-
cation is in 
a crisis of 
purpose 
RORY BROWN
PRESIDENT, VAN-
COUVER SECOND-
ARY TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION
Assistive technology aims 
to remove barriers for stu-
dents on campus 
By LUIS MINA
Langara College offers a diverse ar-ray of assistive technologies for students with disabilities.
Assistive or adaptive technologies 
are meant to “reduce or mitigate a bar-
rier that students face in the post-sec-
ondary setting,” said Suzanne Munson, 
manager of disabilities services.  The 
types of technologies vary depending 
on the needs of students, in two distinct 
categories: hardware and software.  
Langara hardware includes: ergo-
nomic equipment as well as CCTV, 
which “is a high-definition colour mag-
nifier where you can put a book or text 
underneath and view a magnified ver-
sion,” said Munson.  
Software technologies are mostly for 
students with visual impairments or 
learning disabilities.  These technolo-
gies include speech to text software 
and mind mapping tools that allow stu-
dents to speak their ideas into a com-
puter and have the computer create an 
outline of ideas, said Munson.
William Januszczak, a Langara stu-
dent registered with disability servic-
es, wants more disability-oriented 
space.  
“It’s frustrating with other people 
there.  Having some smaller single 
rooms for people to write [examina-
tions] in would [help], if they really 
needed that.”
The learning lab in the library hous-
es most of the assistive technologies 
available at the college. There are also 
test rooms in the disability services of-
fices where students can write exams.  
Disability services also helps stu-
dents with grants enabling them to re-
ceive individual assistance. Working 
with Assistive Technology British Co-
lumbia, they see “the nature of the dis-
ability, the courses the student is tak-
ing and come up with a plan that will 
work for the student,” said Munson.  
Dwayne Doornbosch, project man-
ager of Bird Construction, said there is 
no lab specifically for students with dis-
abilities in the new science and tech-
nology building. 
-— With files from Scott Drake
MARK STUART photo
The CCTV machine above is one 
tool available to aid students.
Two different streams of education mean students may be choosing careers too early
Education adapts to tech shifts
Teens torn between two techs 
New tools 
solve old 
problems
Langara science department bursting at the seams
JASON HAMILTON photo
Langara College’s new science and technology build-
ing, slated for completion in 2016, will house most of the 
school’s science programs.
Enrolment is up as new 
building construction 
enters final phase
1	 Automotive service 
technician
2	 Baker
3	 Carpenter
4	 Industrial mechanic 
(millwright)
5 Hairstylist
6	 Painter and decora-
tor	
7	 Plumber
8	 Professional Cook
Source: www.learnnowbc.ca
TOP 
trades
8 portss
By BRIAN KUROKAWA
The Falcons’ basketball teams hope a successful second half will lead them to the playoffs.
The women’s team is in a three-way 
tie for fifth place with Camosun College 
and Columbia Bible College, with five 
wins and nine losses.
Despite this, women’s head coach 
Mike Evans is hoping to make it into 
the playoffs. Evans attributed the 
team’s rough start to them getting used 
to playing at the college level.
“I have the youngest team in the 
league, by quite a bit. It’s part of our 
growing process,” said Evans.
Evans believes he has to be better, 
not the team.
“Everyone else is doing the best they 
can,” he added.
Evans also said that veteran players 
need to perform to their best every 
night, and if that happens, he likes the 
team’s chances.
The men’s team is sitting in third 
place with nine wins and five losses, 
behind Quest University and Vancou-
ver Island University.
Men’s head coach Paul Eberhardt 
said they hope to finish the season in 
second place, but at the very least re-
main in third.
“We want to make sure we keep that 
third place spot for sure, going into the 
playoffs,” said Eberhardt.
“We’re not as big a team as some of 
the others,” said 
Eberhardt, adding 
that the team 
needs to work on 
its rebounding.
Both teams 
played Quest Uni-
versity on Jan. 29, 
with the women 
winning 59-46, and 
the men losing 81-
68.
Ravi Basra, 
point guard for the 
men’s team believes they did well until 
the half.
“We just had a defensive letdown,” 
said Basra adding that the deficit was 
too big to overcome.
On Feb. 5, the men and women play 
Camosun College and Vancouver Is-
land University respectively. The next 
home game for both teams is against 
Columbia Bible College on Feb. 12.
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VERONNICA MACKILLOP photo
Members of Night Hoops junior girls division goof off after a Saturday night game.The program recently started a senior girls division.
League bolsters at-risk youth
Night Hoops is hoping to empower vulnerable girls in its 20th year
By VERONNICA MACKILLOP 
N
ight Hoops, a late night Metro 
Vancouver basketball league 
for at-risk youth, is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary.
They recently introduced a senior 
girls division, and also conduct work-
shops promoting female empower-
ment, career advice, and financial re-
sponsibility.  
 “It’s much more than just basket-
ball,” said business manager Chad 
Cowles. “The coaches are talking about 
females in sports and breaking some of 
the stereotypes.”
These programs are called #girls-
gotgame and Cowles said it’s sparking 
conversation. 
There are related workshops offered 
for the boy’s teams called #manup that 
talk about their role in female empow-
erment. 
Night Hoops was created in 1996 to 
help at-risk youth with a love for bas-
ketball learn and grow in a supportive 
environment. The program runs out of 
a variety of locations. South Vancouver 
gyms are located in Marpole-Oakridge 
and Champlain Heights. There are no 
tryouts or cuts. 
Anyone between the ages of 13 and 
18 who is referred through a youth 
worker, probation officer or police offi-
cer can play. Most of the coaches are 
former players, and all three league co-
ordinators are former coaches.
“There’s a real trust between the 
players and coaches,” said Cowles.
Shirley Lockhart, former player and 
current coach, said that it gives the 
youth something positive to do.
“It keeps them out of trouble and it 
gets them to socialize with other peo-
ple,” said Lockhart. 
“Night Hoops has been really posi-
tive for me, because growing up in the 
‘hood there’s a lot of crime and busi-
ness that I don’t want to be a part of. It 
kept me out of that.” 
Surprise Munie, a member of the ju-
nior girl’s division, said that the experi-
ence has helped 
her meet people, 
and improve her-
self. 
“There are so 
many bad things 
going on in this 
part of Vancouver 
and I think it’s 
keeping kids out of 
trouble,” said Mu-
nie.
Lockhart said 
that it’s been amaz-
ing to build rela-
tionships with the girls. 
“I’ve always wanted to do that be-
cause I’ve had mentors that have 
helped me,” said Lockhart, “and Night 
Hoops gave me the opportunity.”
“The coach-
es are talk-
ing about 
females in 
sports and 
breaking 
some of the 
stereotypes
CHAD COWLES
NIGHT HOOPS
Both Falcons’ basketball 
teams hope success in the 
second half of the season 
will solidify a playoff spot
By ALYD LLEWELLYN
After the Langara College depart-ment of athletics and intramurals announced the delay of an old fi-
nancial aid program last semester, the 
school seems to have shelved the pro-
gram indefinitely.
The Adopt-A-Falcon program—
which helps cover Langara athletes’ 
equipment and athletic costs—was 
meant to be brought back last fall. In 
the New Year however, it appears the 
programs re-launch is nowhere in 
sight.
“The Adopt-A-Falcon program is not 
currently something we’re doing at the 
moment,” said Carly Scarr, department 
assistant of athletics and intramurals. 
“It’s not currently up and running be-
cause it’s in the midst of being re-
vamped.”
Despite the program being put on 
hold, Scarr hopes to see its return at 
some point.
“It’s always better to have as many 
financial aid options as possible for stu-
dents. Hopefully we see it brought back 
in the future,” she said.
Marc Rizzardo, head coach of the 
Langara men’s soccer team, said that 
despite some of his athletes using the 
Adopt-A-Falcon program in the past, 
he doesn’t believe its unavailability is a 
problem.
“Athletes are still eligible for aca-
demic awards, and there are other 
forms of sponsorship they can apply 
for,” Rizzardo said.
All of last semester’s fees for the 
men’s soccer team were covered 
through sponsorship deals.
“It’s just kind of a lost opportunity 
for some good PR I think,” Rizzardo 
added.
First year computer science student, 
Joey Spencer, didn’t know of the pro-
grams’ existence and thinks the fact 
that it isn’t too well known may have 
hurt it.
“The program needs more word of 
mouth because it sounds like a good 
program that was doing the right 
thing,” Spencer said. “If people don’t 
know about it, who’s going to care?”
Despite the Adopt-A-Falcon program 
being unavailable at this time, dona-
tions are still being requested on the 
Langara College website.
After its failure to re-
launch last fall, the Adopt-
A-Falcon program seems 
delayed indefinitely
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A Langara Falcons banner dis-
played in the Langara gym.
Falcons’ Tally
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
W-D-L 
5-0-9
Ranked: Tied for 5th
MEN’S BASKETBALL
W-D-L 
9-0-5
Ranked: 3rd 
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Members of the women’s team practice for an upcoming 
game. They hope to make the playoffs this season. 
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